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<excellent rewrite—this will make a great addition to your portfolio! Very effective layout, too.>


	Kevin Broccoli creates indexes for online and print publications. 

He is owner and principal at Broccoli Information Management. 



	


Many corporations and new media publishers appreciate the benefits a good index brings to their Web sites and intranets. With an intelligently constructed index, users experience quick and accurate results to their search for information. 

Web indexing tools (such as HTML/Prep or HTML Indexer) help technical writers and professional indexers produce indexes with more efficiency, less tedium, and fewer errors than HTML or text editors. <Good, succinct introduction. The bold font works. The only thing I’d consider changing is the links to the tool websites. I might include these in the margin instead (and be more explicit about where the links go). Instead I’d link here to the table below. Since the table probably would fall below the fold, some readers might miss it.>
Selecting a Web Indexing Tool
<This Q&A format works well for this information. In fact, it would have worked better in the print version of this article as well, since the goal of the article is to help readers decide what tool to use. Specifying the questions the reader should ask is very helpful (especially in the 1st person). >
When choosing a Web indexing tool, determine the features you need to complete your job quickly and easily. For example, ask yourself—

How often will I need to update the index? 

If your site content changes regularly, requiring a new index with each update, then consider investing in a product that can generate your index from the site files. A more-expensive tool may save you enough effort later to justify the price now. 

Do I need a separate indexing program? 

If you are already comfortable with an indexing program, a Web indexing utility may be all you need. If you don't have an indexing program, an all-in-one Web indexing program may be right for you. 

Does the Web indexer generate URLs (hyperlinks) or must I enter them myself? 

Programs that generate URLs for linking can reduce data entry errors. 

Does the Web indexer generate the style of index I want? 

Will the indexer will generate the alphabet and headings for me? Will it create only one HTML file or can I divide the index into multiple files? Will it created an index using frames? Will it create both hanging or run-in style lists? 

Comparing HTML/Prep and HTML Indexer
In this section, I've compared two very different Web indexing tools. HTML/Prep is a utility that takes an index previously created in an indexing program or word processor and creates a formatted HTML index file. HTML Indexer is a stand-alone program that creates an HTML index from the files on your site. 

Both of these tools will generate HTML files for you. Either of them will make your Web site indexing job easier. 
<Excellent way to present this information online, so you can see at a glance the difference between the tools. Some readers might need more explanation of the different features (e.g. “hanging list”), so I’d consider including a brief definition of each below the table (or on another page)—perhaps creating a glossary. You could link to these from the section above as well. I might also not link to the external sites from the table headings, since it’s not obvious that a link here would go offsite. Instead, I’d add another row at the bottom of the table. Otherwise, it’s perfect!>
		HTML/Prep
	HTML Indexer

	
	Requires separate
indexing program:
	Yes

	No


	Generates index
from site files:
	No

	Yes


	Generates URLs:
	No

	Yes


	Generates alphabet:
	Yes

	Yes


	Frames capable:
	Yes

	Yes


	Hanging-list:
	Yes

	Yes


	Run-in list:
	No

	Yes


	Supports multiple
columns:
	No

	Yes


	Application type:
	DOS utility

	Windows application


	Manufacturer:
	Leverage Technologies

	Brown Inc.


	Price:
	$125

	$239.95 download
$259.95 + S&H for CD


	Example
indexes: <I’d have these links open in their own window.>
	Yale Undergraduate Regulations 
Milan Jachovic Detective Series 

	LANL Research Library 
Avalook at Australia 
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